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NATIONAL

to recognize local organizations that are
tackling the critical issues that make it easier
for individuals on this complex spectrum to live
happy, fulfilling lives.

awareness month

As the galvanizing image that unites our effort,
the Autism Ribbon has become the iconic symbol
of ASD worldwide. The puzzle pattern reflects
the complex, enigmatic nature of the spectrum,
while also acknowledging the scientific efforts
of those who seek to solve the mysteries of
the disorder. The various colors and shapes
represent the diversity of individuals who live
with autism, as well as the families, friends,
teachers and workers impacted by the broad
range of the spectrum.

BY HARRISON GREGORY

A

pril marks the beginning of a season
of renewal, and it also provides an
opportunity to educate the public about Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and its impact on
individuals and families. Since the 1960s, the
Autism Society has been a critical source of
information, research and support within
the autism community. In the early
’70s, the group initiated a nationwide
campaign organized to highlight
awareness and the increasing need for
action. Congress adopted the movement
in 1984, and the Society’s efforts were
bolstered by the creation of the Autism
Awareness Puzzle Ribbon in 1999. Today,
as an astounding 1 in 50 school-age children
are affected by ASD, we take this opportunity

Inability to
communicate
verbally. In younger
children, a lack
of babbling by 12
months and no words
by 16 months can be
symptomatic.

Symptoms
of Autism
in Children

Helping children build
the social-emotional
foundation for life

Lacking the ability to
convey emotions or
interact socially. No
smiling by six months,
back-and-forth
interactions by nine
months or gesturing
by 12 months.

8545 Patterson Ave. Suite 204
Richmond, VA 23229
804-929-3551
www.friendationsva.com

Helping people
overcome the
challenges of autism
School & Home-Based Services
Training & Consultation
Adult Services
Family Resource & Support

Charlottesville, Virginia • 434.923.8252 • www.viaschool.org

Physical
repetitive
stereotypy
or ritualistic
behaviors.

The educaTional developmenT
cenTer provides:
• Math and Reading Remediation
• Speech Services
• Job Coaching
• Vocational Education and Support
Services
• GED Preparatory
• GEARA Woods (Outdoor Camp Experience)
• Art Therapy
• Play Therapy
• On and Off Campus Work Experiences
For more information, call
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Atypical physical
behaviors
including selfinjury, aggression
and tantrums.

Failure to
respond to
verbal cues.
Lack of visual
tracking.

Administration of Pooled Special Needs Trusts
Nonproﬁt • No Minimum • Protects SSI & Medicaid

(888) 241-6039
www.trustCCT.org

(804) 228-2600

20127-01

The Virginia Institute of Autism (VIA) is a non-proﬁt
organization providing a year-round day school for children
ages 2 to 22, home and community-based outpatient
services, adult services and family support. We use
evidence-based practices to help people across the
autism spectrum throughout their lives.
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Educational alternatives for emotionally
and or socially handicapped students,
students with learning disabilities and
those coping with autism.

Experience the
best educational
alternatives for
your child.

• Individual
social coaching
• Social skills
groups
• Summer camp

15479-01
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3001 Fifth Avenue Richmond VA 23222

www.geara-edc.com

A unique environment
to help children with
complex needs
• Autism care and treatment
• Pediatric and adolescent
• Tandem treatment of physical
and emotional issues

shaka
smart

14587-01

Five
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17461-01
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The brightness of the ribbon signifies an overall
message of hope. In the month of April and
beyond, we hope that by increasing awareness,
improving early intervention and pursuing
effective treatments, people with autism will
have a better opportunity to lead joyful and
active lives. Learn more about the ribbon by
visiting autism-society.org/about-us/puzzleribbon.html.

800.368.3472
cumberlandhospital.com

Coach Smart will team
up with Buz Grossberg,
of Buz and Ned’s Real
Barbecue (with special
assistance by Jim
Ertel, executive chef at
Salisbury Country Club)

9407 Cumberland Road, New Kent, VA 23124

DISCOVERING
THE BEST CARE
FOR KIDS
Children’s Hospital of Richmond at VCU
and Virginia Treatment Center for Children
are committed to caring for the whole child.
It’s comforting to know that our
community’s children have access to
the most advanced
care, right here
in Richmond.

virginia commonwealth university

chris
mooney

Leading coach Mooney
will be Glenn Pruden,
executive chef at University
of Richmond (with special
assistance from Gary
Whitecotton, executive chef
at The Country Club of
Virginia).

Caring for
All Children

Thursday April 17th, 2014 | 6 p.m. | Science Museum of Virginia |
2 Tickets for $150 (single ticket $100)

National Aut
is
Awareness M m
onth

The LOCAL voice and resource for the
autism community in education, advocacy,
services, and support. The Autism Society
is committed to meaningful participation
and self-determination in all aspects of life
for individuals on the autism spectrum and
their families.

university of richmond

Tickets available online and at the Positive Vibe Café
positivevibecafe .com | 804.560.9622

martin, dolan
& holton, ltd

chrichmond.org | (804) 828-CHOR

14705-01

Certiﬁed Public Accountants
Sponsorship opportunities are
available. For information, contact
Garth Larcen at 804.787.0783.
The Positive Vibe Foundation is a nonproﬁt organization
training and employing adults with disabilities.

